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Resumen

Algunas provincias del Ecuador, durante el siglo pasado, estuvieron afectadas por la
presencia de la enfermedad llamada “triquina” o “coscoja”, causada por el consumo
de alimentos contaminados con huevos de la Tenia Solium. Este trabajo analiza las
causas v efectos de dicha pandemia y el modo en que la ciencia médica busco enfren-
tarla.

También describe la campana de erradicacion de la enfermedad por parte de los or-
ganismos de salud publica, destacando el apoyo brindado por el doctor Plutarco Na-
ranjo Vargas, cuando fue Ministro de Salud, durante el periodo presidencial del Dr.
Rodrigo Borja (1988-1992), para implementar una campana nacional de desparasi-
tacion v de educacion para la salud.
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Abstract

Some of Ecuador's province during last century were impacted by the presence of an
illness known as "trichina”or “coscoja”, caused by the consumption of food contami-
nated with the eggs of a tapeworm known as "solium”. This work analyzes the causes
and effects of the aforementioned pandemic and what the medical community at the
time believed was the most effective response. It also describes its' eradication cam-
paign by public health institutions, emphasizing the support offered to Dr. Plutarco
Naranjo Vargas, when he was Minister of Health, during the presidency of Dr. Rodrigo
Borja (1988-1992), during which he implemented a well-received nationwide de-wor-
ming campaign and health education.
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